
W E S T  E D M O N T O N  M A L L



What if you could make an impact that affected 32 million people?



Introduction
You can count the pinecones on a tree but 
you can’t count the trees inside a pinecone. 
Imagine the impact one pinecone can have 
on a forest... Now imagine a city within a 
city. A place that employs 24,000 people 
from all walks of life, with all types of 
backgrounds and all kinds of physical and 
spiritual needs. Imagine a place hidden 
within the heart of West Edmonton that has 
90,000 - 20,0000 people through its doors 
each day. Imagine a place with a worldwide 
reputation that has tourists from all across 
the globe and boasts well over 30 million 
visitors each year… Now imagine what it 
would look like if a local church were to 
plant itself in the heart of that city within 
a city.  Imagine the opportunities, imagine 
the potential, and imagine the local and 
global impact a church could have if it were 
to call West Edmonton Mall home. 

On Sunday,  June 12th 2016,  West 
Edmonton Christian Assembly’s new 
missional initiative and first multisite 

campus was announced to its congregation. 
Through a process of prayerful discussion 
and negotiation we agreed to sign a five-
year lease in West Edmonton Mall for the 
new “WECA Chapel” allowing our church 
to join the over 800 stores and services 
that comprise the largest shopping mall in 
North America.  

We are not opening a retail store, restaurant 
or entertainment venue; but rather, we look 
forward to providing a place, presence and 
programs that address the deepest and 
most significant realities of human life.

When we see the WECA Chapel, we see a 
venue where the hopeless can find hope, 
the lost can find a way and the hurting 
can find healing. We see a campus in the 
heart of the mall where the lonely can 
find community and the discouraged can 
find encouragement. We see a safe place 
where the confused can find clarity and 
those who are spiritually seeking can find 

a meaningful connection and relationship 
with a God who loves them more than they 
could ever fully know.

When we see the WECA Chapel, we see an 
opportunity for the church to step out in 
faith, step up to the challenge and step into 
what God is calling us to do.

Will you consider walking with us?

“You can count the 
pinecones on a tree but 
you can’t count the trees 
inside a pinecone.”



Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent 
cords, strengthen your stakes.

curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your
Isaiah 54:2



The opening service for West Edmonton 
Christian Assembly was Labour Day Sunday, 
September, 1988. Reverend Harvey Trauter 
was the founding Pastor of the church. 
He and his wife Arlene were invited by 
the Alberta district of The Pentecostal 
Assemblies of Canada to start a church in 
West Edmonton. 

Ser vices were held in Calling wood 
Elementary School for over nine months. 
From the first service, church attendance 
increased rapidly with over 100 attending 
in the first two weeks and over 200 by 
Christmas time. The growth began to level 
off as facility problems began to develop. 
The conditions in the school were less than 
adequate for services, Christian education 
and nursery care.   To facilitate further 
growth, other space was sought in West 
Edmonton.

In June 1989, space in LaPerle shopping 
centre was secured for offices and multi-

use activities. We fondly recall the much 
used Multi-Centre. During this time a land 
committee was established to search for 
property for future development. It was 
realized that space in the LaPerle mall was 
limited and a permanent church home 
was needed.  Within a short time, 16.7 
acres were purchased in March 1990 for 
$580,000. We were able to pay for our land 
by August 1991. Construction of our new 
building began in September 1993.

During this period we experienced many 
miraculous answers to prayer. Through 
much dedication and sacrifice, God helped 
us raise an additional $1.08 million dollars 
towards the building and we moved in 
January 29, 1995!  In December of 1996 
Pastor Harvey Trauter resigned as the 
Senior Pastor to join the staff at Christian 
Life Assembly in Langley British Colombia 
as the Senior Associate Pastor.  After 
several months of searching, the Pastoral 
search committee and the Board of 

Deacons invited Pastor Glenn Patrick (West 
Edmonton Christian Assembly’s Youth and 
Young Adults Pastor at that time) to serve, 
as it’s next Senior Pastor.

From 1997 to 1999 our average Sunday 
morning attendance more than doubled 
in size, resulting in additional facility 
challenges as well as the need for more 
staff. The Board of Deacons assembled 
a planning team to begin preparing for a 
second phase for the new building. In 2000 
we embarked upon the Phase II Project, 
adding a balcony to the Auditorium, 
adult ministry space as well as children’s 
facilities.  

As the church continued to grow and 
facility limitations once again surfaced, 
preparations were made to construct 
Phase III & IIIB. The Community Life Centre 
(gymnasium, café, additional ministry 
rooms, expanded ministry corridor and 
office administration) was constructed 

Our Story
and has been an incredibly useful addition 
in bridging the church to the community 
as well as facilitating various avenues of 
ministry.

Throughout its history, West Edmonton 
Christian Assembly has been a blessing to 
both its community as well as its church 
family.  It has grown from a small gathering 
of 35 people attending an information 
meeting at the Westwood Inn (in the summer 
of 1988) to one of the largest PAOC churches 
in Canada.  This has come as a result of 
God’s blessing as well as the dedication 
and sacrifice of a wonderful congregation 
and many excellent staff that served the 
assembly through its 28-year history.  We 
anticipate an even more significant future 
as God continues to lead us!



Our Mission Field
The West Edmonton Mall, located in the 
Edmonton Alberta, is the largest shopping 
mall in North America.  It covers a gross 
area of about 5,300,000 square feet, and a 
parking lot for more than 20,000 vehicles.  
More than 24,000 are employed at the mall 
to help serve and facilitate the roughly 32 
million people who enjoy this world-class 
venue.

The mall first opened its doors on 
September 15th, 1981.  Since then, it 
has grown into three distinct phases 
that provide retail, food, services and 
entertainment.  It houses anything and 
everything from department stores to 
radio stations, an ice rink to banks, small 
boutiques, to kiosks, and yes … the West 
Edmonton Christian Assembly Chapel!

The West Edmonton Mall is truly a city 
unto itself, inhabited by between 90,000 
and 200,000 people each and every day.

We are so excited to join all the other 
tenants and ser vices in the mall to 
help offer a meaningful and essential 
opportunity that will provide everyone 
with a place to belong, believe and 
become.

In finding a place amongst the other 
wonder ful stores and ser vices, West 
Edm o nto n  C h r i s t ia n  A s s e m b l y  i s 
undoubtedly serving its city and following 
the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who said “Go to the people of all nations...” 

The West Edmonton Christian Assembly 
Chapel is conveniently located in Phase 
III of the West Edmonton Mall, close to a 
main entrance, directly across the corridor 
from the Fantasyland Hotel, and just steps 
away from one of the mall’s two main food 
courts.

The largest shopping mall in 
North America 

• 5.3 million sq ft.

• Over 24,000 employees

• 32 million visitors per year

• 90,000 - 200,000 shoppers 
daily 

• Over 800 stores and services

• 1 Chapel
*Digital rendering of future Chapel site.



...reasons why you should consider partnering 
with the WECA Chapel.
*number of people currently employed at the mall



A place for...

A Place for Chaplaincy to 
WEM Staff

With over 24,000 staf f employed in 
the mall, the WECA Chapel has the 
wonderful privilege of providing prayer 
support, ministry programs, professional 
counseling, hospitality and whatever else 
may be useful for those employees who 
reach out to the Chapel for assistance.  It is 
our delight to serve the mall employees in 
this way; radiating the love of God to those 
he brings our way.  Whether it’s a crisis 
in a family, the loss of a loved one, deep 
discouragement, unresolved questions, or 
simply the daily stresses of life, our aim is 
to be available for those who may have no 
where else to turn.

We have also entered into discussions with 
counselors and counseling agencies that 
would be able to schedule specific times 
to meet with clients at the Chapel site.  
This would provide professional services 
that would allow seekers (those dropping 
in) or those who have designated times to 
receive help and guidance that reflects a 

Christian worldview.  

A Place for 
HonestConversations

‘When you have all that you need, build a 
longer table … not a higher fence.”

It may sound idealistic but our hope is 
to encourage and equip the staff and 
volunteers of the Chapel to engage in 
meaningful conversations as well as 
facilitate meaningful connections.  As you 
enter the Chapel you will undoubtedly 
notice our large community table, this 
is very important to us. We believe in 
conversations, community and connection. 
The Chapel is a space where you do not have 
to believe in order to belong. Our intent is 
to create an irresistible environment where 
all are welcome to come and compelled to 
return.  In a city our size and in a space as 
prominent as the West Edmonton Mall, we 
fully expect, that on a regular basis, people 
will look to the Chapel for hope, help and 
healing.  

Our doors are always open, our volunteers 
are here to talk and there’s always a seat for 
you at our table.

A Place for Personal Prayer

 
Due to the complexity and fragility of 
human life, intentionally drafted into our 
footprint is a sacred space specifically 
designed for drop-in personal prayer. 
Whether a person is a long time Christian 
or a brand new believer, whether they 
have tons of experience in prayer or zero 
experience in prayer…There is no shortage 
of hurts, let downs and questions that a 
person can bring to God. Our prayer room 
is located at the back of the Chapel and 
our friendly volunteers will be happy to 
pray with anyone who asks.



A Place for Community 
Programming

In an effort to provide practical resources 
and skills to as many people as possible, 
community programming is an integral 
piece of our ministry plan.

Using our facility to its full potential, our 
intent is to offer programs that help 
people face both the challenges, and/or 
stages of life that accompany ones earthly 
journey as well as one’s preparation for 
eternal life.  This will be done through 
programs like the ALPHA Course, Life’s 
Healing Choices, Griefshare, Money 
Matters, Marriage and Parenting, Adoption 
& Fostering, Reasonable Faith, as well as 
other programs that will prove helpful for 
those who participate.  We will also make 
available the many diversified programs 
that are offered throughout the year at 
our main campus (Children’s programs, 
Youth Programs, kids soccer, boys hockey, 
drop in volleyball, WECA basketball league, 
Men’s and Women’s programs, Life Groups, 
Modular Courses, Conferences, etc).

A Place for People to Attend 
Church

Launching early 2017, our intent is to offer 
several worship services that will provide 
a place for people to belong, believe and 
become.  We believe that as people get to 
know who we are and what we can provide, 
they may be interested in becoming a part 
of a growing congregation situated in the 
heart of a neutral site. Branded as the 

“Mall Campus” of West Edmonton Christian 
Assembly, the Chapel will not serve as 
an independent church in and of itself 
but rather as an alternative worship site 
designed to cater to the unique spiritual 
needs and culture of the mall. 

A Place for Entertainment & 
Inspiration

Through access to the four WEM stages, the 
WECA Chapel will be able to provide music, 
and other creative forms of communication 
throughout the year, especially during 
seasons that are well aligned with the 
message of Christmas and Easter.  This 
will provide the mall and its shoppers with 
wonderful entertainment that inspires the 
soul with songs that have accompanied 
traditions that have existed down through 
the centuries.



...reasons why you should consider partnering 
with the WECA Chapel.
*90,000 - 200,000, number of potential people who visit the mall each day.



PRAY

In order to see the WECA Chapel reach its 
full redemptive potential in all its various 
facets, God’s divine enablement and 
influence is not only needed but also 
essential.  Please consider praying for us 
regularly. Pray that God will work through 
the staff and volunteers to touch the lives 
of those who frequent the space. Pray 
for the different ministries and programs 
that will be facilitated in and through this 
venue. Pray that God would be glorified 
and people would be forever impacted 
both across our city and around the globe 
by the works done through the Chapel.

If you would like a list of specific prayer 
needs or organized corporate prayer times, 
please email us at chapel@weca.com.

VOLUNTEER

In order to see the WECA Chapel reach its 
full redemptive potential in all its various 
facets, people will be needed to serve 
as volunteers and representatives of 
God. There will be many opportunities for 
volunteers to serve and support the ministry 
that will be facilitated in and through the 
Chapel.  Whether it’s serving as a host 
at the reception desk, answering phone 
calls, talking with and praying with seekers, 
serving in a program, or supporting through 
intercessory prayer, your involvement is 
welcomed and needed.  

If you would like some information on the 
different ways that you or your family can 
get involved as a volunteer at the chapel, 
please email us at chapel@weca.com.

GIVE

In order to see the WECA Chapel reach its 
full redemptive potential in all its various 
facets, adequate and sustainable financing 
will be required over the next five years. 
The total five year budget for the Chapel 
(including renovation and operating costs) 
is 1.35 million. We recognize that this is a 
great deal of money but we also recognize 
the ministry potential, opportunity and 
exposure of placing a Christian Chapel 
in the largest shopping center in North 
America. 

Will you consider par tnering with us 
financially?

How can I get involved?



...reasons why you should consider partnering 
with the WECA Chapel.
*number of people who visit the mall each year



Giving Opportunities
As a church, we are so excited that God has opened up the 
opportunity for our church to be involved in such a unique and 
exciting initiative. In order to advance the mission and vision of 
the WECA Chapel, adequate and sustainable financing will be 
necessary over the next five years.  Acknowledging that God is the 
provider of our finances, we would like to encourage everyone in 
our congregation to prayerfully consider how they might be able 
to partner with us in reaching out to the staff and visitors of West 
Edmonton Mall.

Over the next five years, we anticipate that the ministry of the WECA 
Chapel will require the following financial commitment:

• $350,000 Start-up costs (including Chapel Renovation) 

• $1,000,000 Operating costs over five years

While a price tag of 1.35 million over five years might seem daunting, 
we are confident that if every person who calls WECA home were 
to make a sacrificial commitment, giving over and above their 
regular tithe, with God’s help we will be able to meet the financial 
needs of this ministry.  While methods of giving may vary, including 
everything from larger one-time donations to small, regular financial 
contributions, there is an opportunity for our entire congregation to 
invest into the potential of this promising new venture.

Renovation Budget

Renovations started October 2016 and we are on track for our 
projected opening date of December 2016.  During this period, 
we are looking to raise the full $350,000 required to complete 
the renovations.  Updates will be provided to the congregation 
throughout this time as our contractual deposits come due.

Operational Needs

Understanding that not everyone is able to contribute the same 
amount, the emphasis for this campaign will be on equal commitment 
rather than equal gifts. As everyone generously does their part to 
give regularly and sacrificially (over and above the regular tithe), the  
annual operational funding needs for the Chapel can be met.

Consider a Monthly Investment

• 50 people give $10 per month = $500

• 50 people give $25 per month = $1250

• 200 people give $50 per month = $10,000

• 50 people give $100 per month = $5000

Total new monthly giving of $16,750 per month will meet the 
$200,000 projected annual operating budget.



You may be reading this wondering what we 
are all  about.  So here it is … we’ve noticed 
something you’ve likely noticed long ago 
– NOBODY IS PERFECT. That is why we 
believe in second chances, forgiveness and 
new beginnings.  We don’t sell anything, and 
we are not a retail store.  We will provide a place 
for personal prayer, honest conversations and 
community programs intentionally designed 
with our community in mind. EVERYONE IS 
WELCOME.
We are WECA Chapel
Opening December 2016



Methods of Giving

If this is something that has gripped your heart, we encourage those 
who are willing to partner in funding this ministry to commit to regular, 
repeat giving.  There are many methods that may be used to give, 
which include:

• Online Giving – Online giving allows for a specific dollar amount to 
be charged automatically to your credit card or VISA debit card.  You 
can set up online giving either as a one-time donation or a recurring 
gift.  Online giving is not only easy, it’s also safe and secure. Online gifts 
may be made through weca.com, our WECA Church app or by texting 
(WECA to 77977).

• Automatic Withdrawal – This option helps individuals or families 
remain faithful in their giving even when they are out of town or unable 
to attend a weekend worship service. To establish an automatic 
withdrawal from your chequing or savings account, please contact 
the Accounting team at accounting@weca.com.

• Sunday Offering – We have a giving time during each Sunday 
gathering.  Be sure to include your name and address on the offering 
envelope, so that donation credit may be provided for tax purposes.  
Mark your offering envelope with the project name, “WECA Chapel”.  
We gratefully will accept cash, cheques, debit or credit payments on 
Sundays and during weekly office hours.

Q & A

May I divide my tithe and give part of it to 
the WECA Chapel?

Doing so would jeopardize the ongoing 
work and ministry of the main campus, 
which is supported by our General fund. 
Therefore, we are trusting God to help 
us give “above and beyond” our regular 
giving.  This will require a financial sacrifice 
on behalf of everyone in the assembly.

Is my gift tax deductible?

Yes, your donation to the WECA Chapel will 
be registered as a gift to West Edmonton 
Christian Assembly and will appear on your 
income tax receipt at the end of the year.  
If you have any questions on this matter, 
you can contact our Accounting Team at 
accounting@weca.com.

If I sign up for a recurring gift, am I able 
to adjust the amount should my financial 
situation change?

Yes, if your recurring gift is online you are 
able to modify it at any point.  If it is an  

automatic withdrawal, simply contact 
accounting@weca.com to make an 
adjustment to the amount.

How long will extra funds be required for 
the WECA Chapel?

WECA has committed to leasing the Chapel 
space in the mall for a five year period.  
Although we are blessed with a favorable 
lease, there will still be significant extra 
expense involved in running the Chapel 
ministry over the next five years.

Restricted Gift Policy: Spending of funds 
is confined to programs and projects 
approved by the Deacon Board.  Each 
contribution directed toward an approved 
program will be used as restricted with 
the understanding that when the need for 
such a program or project has been met, 
or cannot be completed for any reason 
as determined by the Deacon Board, the 
remaining restricted contribution will be 
used where most needed.
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